


       Notes from Special FPOM meeting on Bonneville Dam Washington Fishway Control Section Redesign work extension.
12 December 2024

Due to protest on the contract to update the flow control section of the Bonneville Dam Washington Shore fishway, start of work was delayed one month.  NWP coordinated a two-week extension of the contract work, extending the end of work period from 28 February until 15 March 2025.  

See 24BON063 MOC WA Shore Control Section Redesign-Extension Request; https://safe.menlosecurity.com/doc/docview/viewer/docND5BD915D0CFD92427450a2ab4998365f730ba68ba433ec393d84322f4fba16c35f68220f49c0   

Meeting notes
Bonneville (Flemmer):   
· Pinniped hazing can start 1 March.  
· Cascades Island fishway and count station in operation.
· Spill from bays 1 & 18 (half stop) to provide attraction flow  
· Powerhouse 1 (B1) will likely have 5 units in operation 1 March with a 6th unit likely available the first week of March.
· NOAA requested use of (two) units believed to leaking oil.  Flemmer will ask

Lorz; CRITFC can conduct (boat-based?) pinniped hazing starting 1 March.  He asked if there should be a trigger for number of pinnipeds to start hazing, suggesting five.  Conder, NOAA, suggested 5 to 10.  Tidwell, Corps, noted it depended on the behavior of the sea lions, not number, and he suggested incorporating lethal take.  Ebell, Idaho, suggested no trigger, just haze any pinnipeds present.  Tidwell noted that the FFU was not authorized to monitor for pinniped predation unless they hit the 20 animal trigger. Suggested making a formal request to Bertrand if they want FFU to monitor predation below the 20 animal trigger. 
· A request is needed to Nick Bertrand to start pinniped monitoring by FFU 1 March
· CRITFC will prepare to start hazing 1 March.  Effort will be determined based on number and behavior of pinnipeds
· NOAA and Corps will explore what is needed to use lethal take

Other contingencies to consider;
· If flows are higher than B1 can handle, increase spill before increasing flow through B2.  
· NOAA recommended a uniform spill pattern
· BPA did not commit to using spill vs. passing flow through B2.   
· BPA to look into the ability to pond river flow 
· (From Flemmer) Another option to be considered would be running B2 units during night hours and utilize spill if necessary during day hours. USACE is working with RCC to determine what possibilities are feasible for bulk loading and upriver water storage. 


· Operate B2 corner collector.
· BPA did not agree to use of B2 corner collector beyond what is in the FPP
Current FPP Operations of B2CC during time period:
i.March 1–8: Open the B2CC daily from 0600–1000 hours. Open within 30minutes of the start time and shift the closure time as necessary to maintain the 4-hour duration.
ii.March 9–25: Open the B2CC daily from 0600–1000 and from 1600–2000.Open within 30 minutes of the start time and shift the closure time as necessary to maintain the 4-hour duration

· Operate the Adult Fish Facility trap to collect salmon and transport them upstream of the dam (trap and haul operation).  
· USACE do not have the personnel or resources to conduct a trap and haul operation.  CRITFC would need to discuss the commitment of personnel and resources to this operation.  
· There was much discussion on this operation.  Hausmann described how it might work.  There were concerns regarding the numbers of fish that might be collected and stress on the fish vs. risk of predation from pinnipeds.  The general feeling was that, if numbers of fish were high, and if it appeared fish were being attracted to B2, and if predation from pinnipeds was occurring at B2, this would be an operation to use.  
· Due to the IWWP, the ability to test this operation would have to wait until the end of February when all work within the fishway is complete.







